
The Life of Prayer:
Who Art in Heaven?



Atlas’ daughter it is who holds Odysseus captive ,

luckless man – despite his tears, forever trying

to spellbind his heart with suave, seductive words

and wipe all thought of Ithaca from his mind.

-Homer “The Odyssey”



The Christian faith is sustained
by experiencing heaven on

earth.



The more we live on earth with
a heavenly mindset,

the more earth becomes
heaven.



Philippians 3: 18 Many live as enemies of the
cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction,
their god is their stomach, and their glory is
in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly
things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven.
And we eagerly await a Savior from there,
the Lord Jesus Christ…



Colossians 3: 1 Since, then, you have been
raised with Christ, set your hearts on things
above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things
above, not on earthly things.



Victims focus on what they’re
going through.

Christians focus on what they’re
going to.



Matthew 6: 9 After this manner therefore
pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven...



“Heaven” - ouranos

“Ouranois”  (6:9) - Heavens



Matthew 6: 9 After this manner therefore
pray ye: Our Father which art in the
heavens...



The “heavens” of earth.
Gen. 1; Ps. 78; Deut. 17



The “heavens” of earth.
Gen. 1; Ps. 78; Deut. 17

The “heavens” of the spiritual realm.
Ephesians 2, 6



The “heavens” of earth.
Gen. 1; Ps. 78; Deut. 17

The “heavens” of the spiritual realm.
Ephesians 2, 6

The “heavens” of God’s domain. 
John 14



2 Corinthians 12: 2 I know a man in Christ
who fourteen years ago was caught up to the
third heaven. Whether it was in the body or
out of the body I do not know—God knows. 3
And I know that this man—whether in the
body or apart from the body I do not know,
but God knows— 



2 Corinthians 12: 4 was caught up to
paradise and heard inexpressible things,
things that no one is permitted to tell.



Satan’s Anti-Prayer Strategy:

Convince us God is nowhere close.



LORD (Jehovah-proper name of God) 
GOD (Elohim-Generic name for “god”)

Genesis 2:4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 15, 16, 18, 19, 21, 22



God is close.
God is personal.



Genesis 3: 1 Now the serpent was more crafty
than any of the wild animals the Lord God
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God
(Elohim) really say...”

cf. 3:5



God is distant.
God is impersonal.



Genesis 3: 2 The woman said to the serpent,
“We may eat fruit from the trees in the
garden, 3 but God (Elohim) did say, ‘You
must not eat...”



Acts 17: 27 God did this so that they would
seek him and perhaps reach out for him and
find him, though he is not far from any one of
us.



Praying to God in the
“heavens” reclaims Eden

The authority to rule on earth
No shame in nakedness

Sustenance of God
Death will not reign



How will
Jesus return?



John 20: 19 Suddenly, Jesus appeared in the
middle of the group.

2 Thessalonians 1: This will happen when the
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven…

1 Peter 1: 13 Set your hope on the grace to be
brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed
at his coming.



If Jesus “appears” to us rather
than “comes” to us,

then Jesus is intimately present
in the world around us.



We are not human beings having
a spiritual experience.

We are spiritual beings having a
human experience.



Nevertheless I long – 

I pine , all my days –

to travel home and 

see the dawn of my return.

And if a god will wreck me 

yet again on the wine-dark sea,

I can bear that too, 

with a spirit tempered to endure.



Much have I suffered, 

labored long and hard by now

in the waves and wars.

Add this to the total – 

bring the trial on!

-Homer “The Odyssey”
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